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Pancake FUN-draiser
TALON 540 conducted their first successful fundraiser at Applebee's. Each
member was responsible for selling two tickets each valuing $12. The students
would inform others about the fundraiser attempting to sell tickets. Tickets would
be given to individuals who paid and they would be required to bring that ticket to
get their breakfast meal at Applebee's. This fundraiser helped TALON 540 gain
$1,500 to acquire parts for the robot. Having a successful start allows us to
continue this amazing opportunity and conduct future fundraisers. With the
continuation of this beneficial community events, TALON 540 can obtain financial
support to progress into future robotics competitions.

Finalized Roster
As December holidays came closer, the final roster for the 2016-2017 TALON  540
team is finalized. Each applier had specific skills that would benefit the TALON 540
team differently. Although we wish we could have kept everyone who tried to
apply, certain accommodations must be made for a limited number of members.
From 125 interested students, we cut down to 73. Even if some students were not
able to make the team, we encourage them to continue STEAM into their future
and consider applying next year. After winter break, the team will start to prepare
for the build season. The TALON 540 team is looking forward to Kick Off and
working diligently for future competitions!
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VSTE Conference
On December 4, 2016, three of our main leads attend a conference in the Virginia
Beach Convention Center. This annual conference encourages the integration of
STEAM concepts in education. The presenters introduced the usage of the
BombiniBot design as method of exposing young children STEAM ideas. Our team
was able to speak with people who have the same goal of spreading the work of
STEAM. In addition, Kid Talks, an organization that encourages children’s ideas to
be heard, was interviewed with WHRO. This event spoke to various people from all
over the state and communicated our TALON 540 ideas for this project. With the
support of others TALON 540 is able to create a curriculum on STEAM for children.
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