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Build Season Week 6

Drive Team
Now that Strategy has access to the robot, they can complete the selection
process of the drive team. In order to finalize the drive team, Strategy is
testing about 10 people on a mock field on the school grounds. To find the
most compatible drive team members, the 10 people experiences the tele-
op period of the match. This involves being able to accurately use the
shooting mechanism and being able to efficiently place the robot. After that
trial, Strategy tests the individual to be the button man. The button man is
the individual in the drive team who presses the buttons of the driver station
during the competitions. This concludes the test for selecting the most suitable
members on the drive team. After finalizing the members in the drive team, the
members will practice more on Monday in Mechanicsville. With this increased
amount of practice, our drive team can be effective during the actual
competitions.

After completing both of the two final bots, we tested to bots so that they can be
viable during the actual competitions. Along with testing the nominees for the
drive team, Programming and Strategy tested the shooting and gear mechanism.
Although we underwent a couple problems, we finalized the machine to be
effective during competitions. Programming and Strategy experimented with the
driver station to validate that it will operate properly later. While this was taking
place, Mechanical and Electrical worked with the winch system. Although it did
not work during the first try, our team managed to solve the complications and
get the winch mechanism to work. The next step in our plan is to prepare for the
Bag & Tag event scheduled for February 21, 2017.
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The end of build season has finally arrived, even if it may seem like it has just
started. Over the past six weeks, TALON 540 became more than just a robot, we
became a family. Through our cooperation and teamwork, we have bonded in a
way that is unimaginable to others. As a team, our whole team is excited to
participate in future competitions and make memorable moments out of them.
The first major milestone coming up is the Bag & Tag event where the
competition robot will be packaged and sent to the location of our first
competition. At the end of the day, the TALON 540 team is willing to get to the
finish line and claim our prize!
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