
New Year, New Team
TALON 540’s back and running! After a relaxing summer break, we started the
grind again with our interest meetings. About 90 new prospective member
showed up, hoping to expand their STEM knowledge! Each subgroup formulated
fun activities and lesson to explain the basics of their subgroup to the new
members.
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The Start of a New Year!

Subgroup News
The Mechanical
Corner
The first thing the rookies were
taught in the Mechanical subgroup
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was our number one priority at
TALON 540: safety! Upon explaining
the basic safety protocols of the
team, the lead showed and
demonstrated the different
mechanisms incorporated in the
robot. For a more hands-on
experience, the rookies were taught
how to cut a rod, chop saw, and
blow-torch. To conclude the
meeting, they were taught the pneumatics system.

The CAD Cove
To initiate the CAD lesson, the lead
described each year’s robot and game
theme. The rookies were taught the
basic software to CAD and design 3-
dimensional structures. Additionally,
they were shown last year’s bot and
complicity of the bot design. After the
lesson, the rookies had the opportunity

to practice their skills on the software.

The Electrical Crew
Within the electrical subgroup, the
rookies learned about the basic
techniques needed to assemble the
robot together. For example,
interested members were taught
methods like soldering, wiring, and
designing that are main aspects of
this subgroup. Through these ideas,
the rookies intrigued by the electrical subgroup understood the importance of
electrical subgroup and how this sub-team affects the whole.

 

 

 

The



Programming
Party
The Programming subgroup
explained the different
aspects of Programming
including coding the bot,
creating the scouting guide,
and explaining the drive
team. Upon informing the

rookies about how the Programming subgroup coded the bot, they described the
different positions of the drive team. They rookies were even able to drive the
robot, learning the different controls and skills.

The Strategy Hub
To inform the prospective
members of strategy’s purpose,
the veterans in this subgroup
showed the rookies last year’s
game video. In doing so, the
new members were able to
understand how strategy
impacts the team through their
suggestions for tactics to be successful in the game. Likewise, the strategy
subgroup used their ideas implemented in previous robots to create an ideal robot
that can complete most if not all components of the game.

Business Batch
For informative purposes,
our Public Relations,
Outreach, and Financial
subgroup merged together
to create a Business
subgroup. Since these
subgroups often cooperate

together during build season, they decided to demonstrate this liaison in their
introduction activity: producing a business plan for this year’s upcoming game
theme. The new members were instructed to create a logo, organize fundraising,
and arrange marketing plans, mimicking the tasks of the Business subgroups. A
panel of judges, subgroup leads, then evaluated the groups’ plans and related it
to robotics.



Rookie Quotes

“It was very interesting to see all the groups work together and act like a family.
This sense of belonging encouraged me to join because I felt I could contribute to
the team in my own way. Additionally, the leads and existing members seemed
very inviting to all the rookies no matter their experience or interests. I feel as
though this team will soon be my second family, and I will be able to grow more in
the upcoming weeks. I can’t wait to be a part of this wonderful team!"

-Vaishnavi Nemani, Mechanical Rookie

 

“My experience at robotics has been awesome so far! It was really interesting
learning about the different subgroups and the dirty work that goes into this
team. I liked learning all the different aspects of this team and seeing how they all
come together. I’m super excited to be a part of this community!”

-Jusmun Shokar, Public Relations Rookie



New Beginnings
As we cross the threshold to the new season, TALON 540 welcomes its new leads
and interested rookies! The rookies and veterans of TALON 540 collaborated for a
great start of the year. In doing so, this sets us up for a prosperous season. We
hope to bring in more exceptional individuals for this current year to advance the
successes of our team. Although the year has just begun, we can see that this
year will be a fruitful one!
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