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To current and future sponsors, 

 

Since 2001, TALON 540 has been an active participant in the FIRST® Robotics Competition. According 

to its founder Dean Kamen, the goal of FIRST is to, “create a world where science and technology are 

celebrated, where young people dream of becoming science and technology heroes.” Every year, FIRST® 

introduces a new game filled with engineering challenges for teams to build a robot and compete in. We 

embody the mission of FIRST, spreading the message of STEM through presentations and 

demonstrations in a multitude of events, including teaching elementary students the basics of 

programming using educational robots (Bombini Bots), teaching Boy Scouts engineering skills in our 

Webelos Workshop, helping Girl Scouts complete their new Engineering badges, running FLL 

tournaments for local teams at Godwin High School for the past five years, and introducing elementary 

and middle school students to STEM.  

 

Entering our 20th year, TALON 540 is looking for sponsors for financial assistance as well as mentors, 

facilities, and materials. We are hoping since this is our 20th anniversary, we can do something special his 

year for the community and our team. As a Sponsor, your name is included in the team’s robot, t-shirts, 

website, and other promotional items. The regional and national competitions are open to the public, 

broadcast by major news networks, and streamed over the internet. For more information, please contact 

our lead mentor Mr. E. Henry Hurlburt at ehhurlburt@henrico.k12.va.us. We would also be glad to visit 

your business location with a few of our students and a robot to demonstrate our talents. Thank you so 

much for your interest! 

 

 

Sincerely, 

TALON 540, “We are more than a Robot, we are a family.”  
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Team Information and Composition 

 

 

Team History  
TALON 540 started as a research project by two students twenty years ago. Our first team mentor, Mr. Lehman 

agreed to mentor the team on the condition that the team be student-run and student-led. Currently, Mr. Hurlburt 
serves as our team mentor, and our team has grown to over eighty members who work together to spread the 
mission of FIRST Robotics and STEM education through demonstrations such as teaching children basic 
programming, constructing educational robots, and presenting at venues including the Virginia Society for 
Technology in Education and the Virginia Association of Independent Schools. 

 

Composition 

At its core, TALON 540 is a student-run organization, meaning that all financial and management jobs 
are controlled by student members. Our Financial subgroup strives to raise funds through increasing 
sponsorship, applying for grants, and fundraising with our Booster Club, Friends of TALON 540. 
Throughout the competition season, having a project manager ensures the budget is followed and all 
student sub-groups are allotted sufficient funds. We participate in the annual Chesapeake District 
Competitions held in the Maryland and Washington D.C. areas, one of the largest regional robotics 
organizations in the United States. 

 

Diversity 

TALON 540 attracts students from all walks of life. Therefore, our team consists of students from 
almost all races and religions present within the Godwin High School community. Over 50% of our 
team is part of a minority group. Our team strives for unity within our community and promote with 
whatever we do.  

 

Alumni 
On TALON 540, we create a family dynamic between members, because the work we do extends beyond the robot 

we build. This bond causes many of our alumni to continually return to advise the team. Our alumni base includes 
over 50 students who readily assist the team in various functions. As our motto goes, “We are more than a robot. 
We are a family.” The bonds created on this team last a lifetime. 
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Improving STEM Education 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

TALON 540 worked with administrators and guidance counselors to overhaul the STEM electives 
offered within Godwin’s CTE (Career and Technical Education) department. 

In 2014 we established a robotics class, a rigorous course with an honors credit. In response to the 
tremendous interest in this class, we developed three new technology classes and an additional 
robotics class based on the principles of FIRST Robotics with the help of our school’s CTE teachers.   

This creates an “engineering pathway” that has nurtured hundreds of elective students in STEM 
throughout their entire high school careers. 

 
Creating an Engineering Pathway 

 

TALON 540 and the Boy Scouts of America have been making a concerted effort to promote STEM 
education by hosting robotics workshops for the Webelos age-group (10-11.5) in particular, which 
qualifies participating youth for the BSA Engineering badge. 

Our initiative has been successful, and the Webelos troops are increasingly registering for our 
seminars.  

TALON 540 has recently developed programs for Girl Scouts. 
 

 
Scouting Workshops 

 

Code RVA is a nonprofit organization created to promote computer science and computer 
programming across Virginia. 

In the fall of 2012, TALON 540 collaborated with mindsensors.com and Code RVA to create a lesson 
plan targeted to underprivileged students in the inner-city area. 

Since then, we have traveled to numerous elementary schools and daycare centers, teaching 
students the basics of programming through the use of the Bombini bot, which runs on the Scratch 
Language. 

 
Code RVA 

 

For the past few years, TALON 540 has hosted workshops with several local elementary schools 
training teachers to integrate LEGO®NXT with their existing curriculum. These also apply to the 
Virginia Standards of Learning. 

Also, TALON 540 has gone to local elementary schools and outreach events to teach students basic 
programming with educational robots called Bombini bots. 

LeafSpring School is a daycare which promotes education within K-5 students. Over the course of a 
week during the summer, TALON 540 collaborated with them to spread STEM education by creating a 
curriculum relating to the BombiniBot. They taught the children about how important robotics and 
STEM is in this revolutionary world. We now run this program out of Godwin High School by inviting 
younger children to come and enjoy the program. 

 
Elementary Schools & LeafSpring School 
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Local ($100-
$999) 

 

 
Districts 

($1000-$1999) 

Logo on our website with a link to your website 
Name and logo on our promotional materials (excluding T-shirt) 

 

 States ($2000-$4999) 

 

Logo on our website with a link to your website 
Name and logo on our promotional materials with 

priority placement (including T-shirt) 
Priority placement of logo on our robot 
Attendance of team member at company outreach 

events (if applicable) 

 Worlds ($5000+) 

Logo on our website with a link to your website 
Name and logo our on promotional materials (including 

T-shirt) 
Name and small logo on our pit banner 
 

 Finances and Sponsorship  

Projected Income and Expenses for This Year’s Game (2019/2020) 

 

 

Sponsorship Levels 

TALON 540 divides sponsorship into four basic levels, with the advertising benefits to the sponsor 

increasing as financial aid increases. We appreciate any form of financial support you can provide. 

 

  

Logo on our website with a link to your website 
Name and logo on our promotional materials 

(including T-shirt) 
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Current Sponsors 
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TALON 540 Throughout the Years 

  

Talon 4.0 Talon 5.0 Talon 6.0 

  

Talon 7.0 Talon 8.0 Talon 9.0 
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Talon 10.0 Talon 11.0 Talon 12.0 

 

   

 

 

  

  

  

  

  


