
The past week has 

been phased by quite a few 

obstacles, but as always, 

TALON was able to pull 

through nicely. It was 

exam week for the 

Godwin Eagles, and as 

a team we all wanted 

to support each other 

in succeeding in their 

exams and thought it 

best to let those who 

needed the study time 

to get it. For those who 

didnôt need it as much 

were willing to come in 

during the half days 

and do some extra 

work on prototyping.  

As if exam week 

was not enough of an obsta-

cle, our town of Richmond 

was blanketed by a fresh 

coat of snow just in time for 

our Saturday meeting. Even 

in these times of peril, our 

dedicated members did all 

they could to attend a private 

meeting at one of our men-

torôs homes, Mr. 

Rick. The team 

was able to get 

some prototyping done and 

discuss the estimated weight 

of the robot with the small 

number that there was.  All 

the while, the team was 

able to advance on a 

personal level, allowing 

for a time of team bond-

ing. Through thick and 

thin,  rain, shine, or even 

snow, TALON soars 

above standards. 
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Programming worked hard 
this week updating the new cRIO. The 
team had successfully completed up-
dating the firmware for the cRIO. Ear-
lier this week, Programming worked 
on the drive code and camera filter 
and have nearly finished. They are 
currently testing the updated cRIO to 
see if it can withhold and run codes. 

you have provided has far exceeded our 

expectations and shown us Gracious 

Professionalism at work. 

-Dawn Rountree ñMama Treeò 

On behalf of Team 3168: We are grate-

ful for the opportunity to be mentored by 

TALON 540. With all the communication 

through web-conferencing, emails, face-

book, and phone calls- it feels like you 

guys are right down the street. The help 

From the Mentor of 3168  

PROGRAMMING 

CAD team had a successful week 
designing the robot in Autodesk Inventor, a 
computer-aided drawing program. They com-
pleted the lower frame of Talon 3.0, the current 
robot Talon 540 is designing.  In addition, the 
group CADed required parts for the prototype in 
order to see whether it could work on the robot. 

CAD 

BUILD 

Build Team has been 
working on the Bonus this week. 
The bonus for the game re-
quires the robot to climb to a 
pole that is seven feet high. Our  
bonus mechanism, originally 
having two arms, was updated 
to three arms for a better 
chance of hooking and climbing 
the pole.  Aluminum flashing 
was added in hopes for it to 

glide smoothly and an air grinder 
was used to modify our winch. 
Currently they are working on a 
hinge for the bonus arm. 

Build Team also is 
modifying the kicker design by 
using Flybar springs, from our 
2008 robot, Talon 1.0.  The 
springs provide the kicker with 
more power, so the ball easily 


