
the team, and a design will 

be finalized  

After the finaliz-

ing of the prototypes 

we all got together 

and played with the 

pros and cons of each 

design. They all 

scored within 1 point 

of each other. So we 

voted on which one 

we each liked the 

best. We chose what 

was originally named 

c-bot, but is now 

known as Talon 3.0. 

or T3p0.  

We have high 

hopes for this season 

and t3p0. We are now 

working on different 

shooters and hope to 

finish that within the 

day. Many prototypes have 

been made, wood has been 

split, pistons have been 

tried, and ideas been in-

vestigated. I can safely say 

were all on the edge of our 

seats to see the end  

On Wednesday, 

January 13, Team 540 took 

a vote on which type of 

wheels would work 

the best. We had a 

hefty discussion led 

by some veterans, 

Ryan Abalos for Mech 

and Teja and Brock 

for Swerve Drive. 

With a near unani-

mous vote, the team 

decided on Mecanum 

Wheels. 

Saturday 

Jan, 16 each sub 

group is prototyping 

there designs and 

ideas for the robot. 

There is a regi-

mented schedule for 

the day in order to 

make sure that every-

thing is being com-

pleted in a timely fashion. 

They are also continuing to 

work on their CAD and 

make adjustments, im-

provements, and tweaks to 

their complex designs. 

While prototyping, safety is 

a priority, in order to be 

able to work on the 

robot and prototype 

every student must 

have passed the 

safety test and also 

wear safety glasses. 

The sub groups are 

prototyping different 

designs of drive 

trains, kickers/

herders, and their 

bonus achieving 

mechanisms.  

Throughout the pro-

totyping period of 

the day the sub 

groups will learn 

about each otherõs designs 

and how they will operate 

in the game, which is simi-

lar to soccer with various 

added obstacles. At the 

end of the day much pro-

gress will have been made 

and much will be learned 

about the designs. Then 

each of the sub groups will 

present their findings to 
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As a break on Saturday from 

working so hard, H decided to 

give us a little competition, we 

got into two random groups 

and sprinted down the road 

and back. It was exhilarating. 

They kicked us all out from 

the inside out to the cold and 

we ran back and forth behind 

the school. Everyone tried 

their hardest and ran till we 

were all out of breath. It 

pulled our team apart into two 

groups, but we were a lot 

stronger when we pulled to-

gether to talk about the ac-

complishment of a good quick 

sprint. 

Team Building  

Page 2 From the Eagleõs Beak 

E- cycling  

This week, we have 

started our ecycling 

campaign. We have 

started as a group 

coming up with ideas 

for our flyers, and we 

have had multiple people signed up 

to go to different middle schools 

and talk with them about why ecy-

cling is important and if they would 

like to help us collect. At this time, 

were putting a team together to 

keep everything straight and to-

gether. Were so excited to get this 

started. 

This is my second week back 

and today I helped out with the 

newsletter and other PR things. 

The kids are working really well 

together and the new 

members are learn-

ing quickly. I was on 

the team for three 

years and two years 

as a mentor. This 

team looks really 

good and I am really 

excited to see what 

the rest of the year 

holds.  

Alumni Corner  

Update on 3168  

As you all know we have been 

helping out with the team 

3168. They have been working 

hard to distinguish what they 

view as the best way to com-

plete the challenge. They are 

excited and have managed to 

come up with so some good 

ideas for their bot.  We are 

working directly with them 

over email and such, and Mr H 

and Ms Rountree are video 

chatting so we can make sure 

they have everything they need  

good sportsmanship in the 

words of FIRST 

òFly Baróñused when bad 

things happen 

FRCð Focus Respect Commit-

ment 

Chief Delphiñofficial FIRST 

blog, used by members to talk 

to other teams and get ideas 

and information 

2007ñyear talon won re-

gional's, we hope to do this 

again in the near future 

PRñpublic relations 

Team Buildingñactivities used 

to turn our team into a family 

Alumni ñOld members we cant 

seem to get rid of 

Robot Rumbleñpractice 

rounds in the fall, played at the 

FIRST ðstands for For Inspira-

tion and Recognition of Science 

and Technology 

To òcheeseó the robotñputting 

holes in the frame to make it 

lighter 

Mech wheelsñstands for 

mechanum wheels, the wheels 

were using this year 

CIM Motor ñmotors used in 

the FRC robots 

CADñmeans Computer Aided 

Design, what we use to proto-

type before build 

Pneumaticsñanytime air pres-

sure is used in robots 

Chain Drive vs Direct Driveð 

direct drive is wheel motor, 

chain drive is wheel chain mo-

tor.  

Gracious Professionalismñ 

State Fair 

Pit Packageñpackages passed 

out to other teams in the hope 

of helping out 

Chairmanõsñhighest award in 

robotics, proving that we ARE 

more than the robot 

FLLñFirst Lego League, ele-

mentary/middle school version 

of FRC 

Frameñthe skeleton of the 

robot 

Safety Gogglesñglasses must 

be worn at all times in pits and 

while building 

Prototypeñ

earlier versions, 

built before final-

izing the design 

Terms to Know in the World of 540  


