
Community service is an inte-
gral part of TALON 540. Annu-
ally, Talon 540 volunteers at 
Jake’s Reindeer Race. Some 
of the team works at the water 
stations while the majority runs 
or walks. This  5k benefit is 
held by the Maynard Child-
hood Cancer Foundation. This 
foundation raises money for 
Childhood Cancer research. 

The race was held on Sunday, 
December 6th and we were 
able to successfully complete 
this community service project. 
Jake’s race was held within 
the confines of Cox Road and 
Innsbrook Business 
Park. Hundreds of run-
ners, volunteers, and 
spectators came to-
gether to make this 
year’s run a success.  

Old, young, parents, mentors 
and Godwin students ran or 
walked in this years race. 
Throughout the twists and 
turns of the route, some run-
ners fell behind. But everyone 
finished the race in a timely 
fashion, even though out of 
breath. While running, a 
popular slogan heard 
throughout was “Dare for 
distance, run for reindeer. 

 

Jake’s Reindeer Race 

In this week’s Beak: 

· Jake’s Reindeer Race 

· Chairman's Award  

· Budget for Nationals 

· First Game hint! 

· Kick Off around the corner 

· In sight from members 
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 Mr. “H” and Students running the race 

TALON 540 before the race 



The weeks have gone and are 
going by so fast. Kick-off is fast 
approaching and you can feel 
the excitement and anticipation 
for this year’s game. Many vet-
eran members have the same 
“I can’t believe it’s already been 
a year” thought. Talon is 
geared up and ready to con-
quer another exciting chal-
lenge. As for the rookies you 
can see the bewilderment in 
their faces as day by day new 
information and experiences 
are being laid out for them. 

We are currently preparing for 
the  sponsor dinner which is a  
regularly held event where we 
bring in our parents and spon-
sors to inform and educate 
them about our sponsor team, 
what we stand for and nation-
als.  

This years dinner is provided by 
Qdoba Mexican Grill. We would 
like to thank Qdoba for their 
generous gift and we would like 
to thank all of our sponsors that 
can support our team. 

with.  

Every year we anticipate these 
hints to be sent out. We’ve 
seen everything from fish to 
unidentifiable CAD. This year 
we are just as stumped as 
always. This just makes the 
game even more exciting. 

Late in December, two game 
hints were released concerning 
the 2010 game for this year. 
Our first hint, below, looked 
like it could be some sort of 
scoop or possibly a kind of 
hitch mechanism like in last 
years game. The second hint 
to the left looks to be some 
kind of wall, or maybe  some 
kind of ridge or hurdle.  These 
hints are usually very hard to 
figure out but are fun to work 

Game Hints!! 

Save the Date! 
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“Finally, 
however, two 

game hints 
have been 
released .”  

       Game  Hint 2 

 

Game Hint 1 

Getting ready for Kick-Off 



Bach Nquyen, CAD 

This year, I joined the robotics 
team as junior, but it feels as 
though I’ve been here forever. 
Almost as soon as I walked in it 
seemed, I was granted the op-
portunity to show all the skills 
I’ve learned in different CAD 
class’s I’ve taken with H since 
my freshman year. I really like 
being able to contribute to the 
team. After every club meeting I 
have a sense of accomplish-
ment because I know I got to do 
something worthwhile that day. 

Darien Rodgers, 
Design  

This is my first year on TALON 
540, and I think its great. I 
learned about it through H’s 
robotics class, and thought it 
sounded like fun. With this 
class I get more time to do 
something that I enjoy. Kick-off 
is coming up fast and I can’t 
wait to see what this competi-
tion is all about.  

tions from neighbors, family and 
friends. The team must be able 
to compensate for bus costs, 
food, hotel fees, and any dues 
associated with the competition 
in general.  

As of late, Talon has been com-
ing up short. Of course the 
members are working to full 
potential to get the team to At-
lanta for  the World’s Competi-
tion, but since the increase, its 

The deadline is slowly creeping 
up on the team, and we defi-
nitely need to fulfill the mone-
tary requirements for this occa-
sional trip. Recently , the team 
has increased the goal amount 
for each person due to more 
necessities that must be dealt 
with before the season is able 
to begin. 

Expense pile up, and cause for 
members to ask fo rmore dona-

starting to become more of a 
challenge for a deadline that is 
only getting closer.  

E-mails and letters are being 
mailed, calls being made, and 
communications transferred to 
all who could possibly help 
talon reach their goal. Any do-
nation is accepted and appreci-
ated. TALON 540 thanks all 
who have and would like to 
donate to our team. 

Sami Muse, PR 

This is my second year on the robotics 
team, and I am in love. I joined last year 
and it was such an experience. When I 
joined I expected to be building a robot 
but there was so much more than that! I 
found that while building was the most 
fun, there was so much more behind that 
needed to be done. I work more with 
keeping people in check on stuff like, the 
newspaper, t-shirts, spirit and community 
service. My favorite memory from 
last year was definitely kick-off, 

Words From a Rookie 

Budget for National’s 

Veteran’s Perspective 
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“This is my 
second year on 
the robotics 
team, and I am 
in love” 

F
ro

m
 t

h
e

 E
a

g
le

’s
 B

e
a

k 
V

o
lu

m
e

 3
, 

Is
su

e
 4

 

Coming Soon to TALON: 

Kick-Off 

Sponsor Dinner 

Wednesday Meeting 

Saturday Build Day 

VCU Regional's  

Worlds in Atlanta 

Luke and Rustin working together 
to make this year a success 

although the competition was crazy fun, 
I felt kick-off was where everything be-
came serious and I liked it. One of the 
things I’m looking forward of this year, is 
going to be seeing all of the little fresh-
men explode when they see our chal-
lenge for this year. 
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