
FLL   

 This year Team 540 
was able to host the FLL 
tournament at the Richmond 
Science Museum. FLL is a 
tournament for kids ranging 
from elementary school ages 
to middle school ages. As 
small teams, they build a 
small Lego “bot” that per-
forms a task created by the 
FIRST organization.  

 As the hosts, mem-
bers from our team volun-
teered to take part and help 

out with the event. 
Certain positions we 
held  that helped the 
competition run 
smoothly were field re
-setter, team guide, 
concession workers, 
and judges assistant.  
We also manned a 
TALON booth where 
demonstrations of the 

past 540 robots took place. 

 Team guides were 
given the task to direct the 
teams for their assignments of 
strategy brainstorming, presen-
tation of the team to judges that 
included a skit, and another 
presentation of the bot. But the 
team guides didn’t see it as a 
task, but more of a chance to 
bond with future members of 
FIRST robotics. Teams and 
team guides could often be 
found making their own hand-
shake, nicknames, cheering 

during competition, and 
using other techniques to 
bring their teams together. 

 Other positions 
TALON took on were in-
volved in the setup of 
events and the field where 
the competition would take 
place. Also, some members 
were able to help out the 
teams and give them advice 
for their presentations and 
presentations to come.  

 Team 540 wishes 
the best for these teams and 
hope they were able to 
make a difference in their 
pursuit of robotics and 
encourage them to join 
their high school robotics 
teams like that at Godwin. 
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 When rookies 
step through the doors of 
Mr. Hurlburt’s room, 
most of them feel a little 
unsure of what robotics is 
going to be like. Will it be 
just like in those 80’s 
flicks where every kid 

wears khakis and glasses? 
Or will it be like a frater-
nity within a high school? 

 Actually, after a 
few weeks of starting, the 
rookies already feel com-
fortable within the walls 

of the after-school club. 
The environment during 
meetings is relaxed and 
all are able to be 

friendly with each other. 
Though all members feel 
comfortable in this club, 
they all know when to get 
back to work and try their 
hardest. The team knows 
that there is a time for 
work and different time 
for play, but we’re dis-
covering that we do a 
little bit of both at the 
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 I had been part of FLL 
since I was in elementary school 
and I already knew how things 
worked and what the kids 
needed to do. It was interesting 
to see the works behind the 

scenes as a member of the team 
that sponsored the event and 
worked closely with FIRST  offi-
cials.  

 I was able to learn what 
it takes to set up such an event 
that is held every year and now I 
can show a deeper understanding 
of what goes on. Maybe the par-
ticipants from this year will have 
the opportunity to see the works 

A Former FLL Advocate, and 
New TALON Member 

-Daniel Ruwe 

A Member’s First FLL 

-Duval Corral 

 Coming into the event, I 
really didn’t know what to do or 
how the event was set up. We, 
the newer members, had heard 
of what FLL was like and that it 
was very important that we take 
part as a team. I, along with 
Claudia, signed up to be team 
guides. A team guide’s job is to 
help his or her team around the 
museum.  Being a newbie, the 
orientation seemed very intimi-
dating. The jobs and  objectives 

that we have to meet that day, 
looked complex, but once I 
looked into it, it seemed simple. 
I was then introduced to my 
team. The Cyber Cy-
clones were a group 
from Short Pump 
Middle School that 
happily adopted me 
into the team. 
Quickly, we were 
able to bond and cre-
ate our own super 
secret handshake that 
blew all the other 
teams out of the wa-

ter. I hope I’ve convinced them 
to join their high school robotics 
team and demonstrate strong 
teamwork as we did that day. 

team got the opportunity to host 
the event this year and played a 
part in enriching young chil-
dren’s knowledge in imagination 

An Annual Participant 

-Aditya Mothadaka 

 The opportunity to par-
ticipate in FLL once again 
was one that I could not 
pass up.  

 It was an amazing 
experience to see the excite-
ment in the children. What 
was even better is that our 

�������

������������
 ��������
�!�
��"""�

%&������+���
�����������
��
�
�����


����
�#���#����������)))�� �����

&������������ ������

#� ���
�� �����������
��������,�

# �$%&� � � � ' � �& () �



money as 
they can.  
We each 
have a 
“personal 
account” of 
the funds 
we raise.  
Because we 
each have 
to pay for 
our own 
way down 
to Atlanta, the money in our per-
sonal account goes towards each 
of us.  This way, students who 
raise a large amount of money 
can effectively reduce their per-
sonal cost of going to Atlanta. 

 We hope to raise enough 
money this year so that even stu-
dents with financial need can 

join the rest of the team when we 
go to Nationals.  It is a long road 
through build season and Re-
gionals, and we hope to have the 
opportunity to take nearly all of 
the team to the International 
Championship, as it is an experi-
ence that’s not to be missed. 

 Slowly but steadily the 
team has been able to bring in 
their part of the funding for our 
trip to the International champi-
onship.  With this money, we 
will be able to celebrate our 
tenth anniversary with our first 
championship in 3 years.  

 Our theme for fundrais-
ing is called the Build-A-Bot 
campaign.  Each student asks 
family, friends, and peers to pur-
chase different “parts” of the 
robot.  These parts represent dif-
ferent levels of sponsorship, and 
to a lesser degree, the cost of the 
items.  They range from 2$, 
which will purchase “Nuts and 
Bolts” to 100$, which will pur-
chase “A piece of the frame.” 

 Each student is to try 
their best to raise as much 

 Over the past few weeks 
of this November, TALON has 
successfully been able to com-
plete one of its major community 
service opportunities and was 
able to reach out to those  within 
The Fan all the way to the sub-
urbs of the Godwin district. FLL 
took place on Saturday, Novem-
ber 7th, and the team was able to 
host various teams with children 
ranging from elementary ages to 
middle school ages.  

 As Team 540 quickly 
moves into its next month, the 
members of TALON are prepar-

ing for another event that is 
close to all of our hearts. Every 
year, Team 540 participates in a 
small charitable race—Jake’s 
Reindeer Race.  This footrace is 
a charitable local event that 
raises money for cancer re-
search. We like to give back to 
the community by giving dona-
tions and registering to run in the 
race. This event is a great way to 
unite the team and remind us of 
what community service is all 
about. It is also a great way to 
prepare for kick-off when unity 
is extremely important! 
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· Dec. 6, 2009– Jake’s Reindeer 
Race 

· Jan. 9, 2009-Sponsor/ Kick-Off 
Dinner 

· Jan. 9-16, 2009– Kick-Off Week 

 


